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This paper describes recent work in the Model
Editions Partnership, a cooperative effort of seven
historical editing projects to develop adequate in-
tellectual and practical models for electronic histo-
rical editions. In particular, we will report on the
development of a TEI-conformant markup sche-
me for use in the samples of historical editions to
be prepared in later stages of the project by the
various partner projects. The paper will have five
parts: an introduction to the partnership as a who-
le, a discussion of the document analysis process
with which the project began, a summary of the
requirements derived from that document analysis
for markup of historical documents in the context
of historical editions, a demonstration of the resul-
ting modifications of the markup scheme develo-
ped by the Text Encoding Initiative (TEI), and a
brief description of the future work of the partners-
hip.

The paper is relevant to the areas of concern to
attendees first because the Model Editions Part-
nership is a major effort of the historical documen-

project of seven major historical documentary edi-
ting projects in the United States:

¢ the Documentary History of the First Federal
Congress of the United States of America
(George Washington University, Washing-
ton, D.C.), a letterpress edition of all extant
documents relating to the First Federal Con-
gress

¢ the Documentary History of the Ratification
of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights
(University of Wisconsin, Madison), a selec-
tive letterpress edition of all important docu-
ments illustrating the debate, @ach state,
over the ratification of the Constitution, the
passage of the Bill of Rights by the first
Congress, and the ratification of the first ten
amendments

* the Papers of General Nathanael Greene
(Rhode Island Historical Society, Providen-
ce, Rhode Island), a letterpress edition of the
extant correspondence and other papers of
General Nathanael Greene, a prominent mi-
litary figure in the U.S. Revolution

¢ the Papers of Henry Laurens (University of
South Carolina, Columbia, S.C.), a selective
letterpress edition of the papers of a promi-
nent South Carolina planter and leader of the
American Revolution

¢ the Lincoln Legal Papers (lllinois State Hi-
storical Library, Springfield, lllinois), a com-
plete electronic facsimile edition of all extant
documents relating to the legal practice of
Abraham Lincoln and to cases in which he
appeared

¢ the Margaret Sanger Papers (New York Uni-
versity, New York), a complete microfilm
edition of all known papers of the birth con-
trol pioneer which were not included in the
microfilm series issued by the Library of
Congress, together with indices both to the
new microfilm series and to the Library of
Congress series

¢ the Papers of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Susan B. Antony (Rutgers University, New
Brunswick, N.J.), a selective letterpress edi-
tion of correspondence, speeches, and other
writings of the two leaders of the U.S. wo-
man suffrage movement.
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2 The Pr for Historical Edition
customization and extension of the DTDs. & Prospectus fo storical Editions

In the first phase of its work, the Model Editions
Partnership has attempted to clarify the implica-
1 The Model Editions Partnership tions of electronic editions for historical documen-
The Model Editions Partnership is a cooperative tary editing as now practiced in the U.S.



Modern historical editing in the U.S. dates from The firstthree principles address the editors’ scho-
the publication of Julian Boyd's first volume of larly concerns. “Current scholarly editorial practi-
The Papers of Thomas Jefferson in 1950. Alt- ce” encompasses the basic practice of providing
hough there had been earlier compilations of the reliable texts of the documents, adequate com-
papers of famous Americans, his carefully prepa- mentary to explain their historical context, and
red texts of Jefferson’s letters and other writings, tools like good indices to provide intellectual ac-
“warts and all,” set a new standard for accuracy cess — all hallmarks of the Boyd tradition. Well-
and reliability. His equally careful selection of designed markup muatcommodate tse prac-
what to include and what not to include reflected tices. “Changes in editorial practice” will certainly
the historian’s thoughtful appraisal of what nee- emerge as editors learn to take advantage of the
ded to be set before readers so they could begin tcelectronic environment. Even in this early stage of
understand the essential Jefferson. And Boyd’s the partnership, the editors have begun to realize
incisive commentary provided the context needed that new forms of annotation and commentary are
to place Jefferson in the wider world of the Ame- both possible and desirable in electronic editions.
rican Revolution and the early national period of Other changes in the way in which editions are
American history. organized or made accessible to readers are also
Boyd's greatest legacy, however, was the model likely. “Post-publication enhancements” refer to
he set for the generations of historians who follo- the ability to integrate newly-found documents, to
wed in his footsteps — editing the letters and docu- correct misreadings of an existing text, or perhaps
ments of a broad range of individuals who played to create a subset of the larger edition which can
roles, both large and small, in creating the new be used as a classroom reader. Although we cannot
nation. The number of book and microfiim edi- anticipate all of the needs of future generations of
tions which followed in the wake of Boyd's Jef- scholars, we can design our editions so that the
ferson made available hundreds of thousands oftexts are both durable and reusable.

historical documents gathered from repositories The last two principles address more practical
on both sides of the Atlantic and sometimes, both matters. Because we are in an age of transition in
sides of the Pacific. As historical editors move which historical editions may continue to be pub-
toward the age of the digital library, however, they lished in book and microfilm editions, markup
face the challenge of developing new kinds of which accommodates “multiple forms of publica-
editions in which to present the letters and docu- tion” is important. Well-designed markup will
ments which explain our past. The Model Editions enable projects that begin as microfilm editions or
Partnership is a first step toward meeting that projects that begin as book editions to migrate

challenge. smoothly to image editions or live-text editions on
CD-ROM or the Web. “Non-proprietary stand-
Principles for Designing Electronic Editions ards” are essential if long-term resources are to

Although markup is essential, the first task of the survive in midst of rapidly changing technology.

editors was to develop a set of principles to govern De facto proprietary standards are simply too vo-
the creation of the markup scheme for the models. latile. WordStar 3.3 became a kind of de facto
The partnership agreed on five principles of de- standard for text files in the mid-1980s. Almost

sign for an electronic edition. any word processing software could read those
* The design mustccommodate current scho- f!les, a situation which _is no longer true. For text
larly editorial practice. files, the partnership will use the SGML standard

inherent in the TEI Guidelines. Relevant standards
for images and other digital resources have yet to
be determined.

* The design must accommodate changes in
editorial practice.

* ;Ii-gﬁ ggﬁg:crgrtésetnatlsccommodate post-publica- Currently, discussions of editing practice and ty-
) ' _ pes of editions use the nature of the printed product
* The design must accommodate multiple a5 3 touchstone, and it can be hard to disentangle

forms of_publication. characteristics of our current editions which are
* The design must be based on relevant, non-imposed by the nature of the material and the
proprietary standards. intellectual requirements ofsars from those

These principles are discussed at some length in ayhich are imposed by the nature of current type-
“Prospectus for Electronic Historical Editions” setting.

posted on the Web site of the partnership

(http://mep.cla.sc.edu). The basic point to be made A Typology for Electronic Editions

here is that the editors wanted a set of clear stateny aqdition to articulating principles to guide the

ments which emphasize that scholarly, not techni- design for editorial markup, the editors defined a
cal, criteria should govern the development of typology for electronic historical editions. Editors

editions in an electronic environment. have a well-developed shorthand for describing
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current editions. “Microfilm editions” contain  the documents. Hypertext links will also bring
images of documents and usually have indices andtogether letters, enclosures, and referenced docu-
other access tools, but limited commentary. “Se- ments which are now separated in the three micro-
lected Letterpress Editions” are usually based on film collections.

microfilm editions and tend to present a small Live-text editions will contain searchable ASCII
sample of the documents. They include transcrip- transcriptions of documents. They are seen as
tions of selected documents, extensive commen-being somewhat like letterpress editions, since
tary, indices and other editorial apparatus. “Com- transcriptions of documents, commentary, indices
prehensive Letterpress Editions” are generally and other scholarly apparatus would form the core
understood to be more exhaustive and may or mayof this kind of edition. The editors of the Papers of
not be based on previous microfilm editions. (The Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony are
latter descriptions were developed in the 1950s in the initial phases of creating a six-volume,
when volumes were typeset in hot metal and prin- selected letterpress edition. Because they are using
ted on letterpresses.) A somewhat analogous typo-computers to prepare the texts and supplementary
logy is set forth in the partnership’s Prospectus: materials for print publication, the creation of a
Image Editions, Live-Text Editions, Combined “live-text” edition seems eminently feasible.
Editions and Transitional Editions. Combined editions would include both images of
Image editions are envisioned as editions which the documents as well as live-text transcriptions
presentimages or pictures of historical documents of the documents. This type of edition would be
linked to control files and other types of scholarly well suited for a small classroom “reader” which
apparatus. Control files usually identify each do- provided students with both images and transcrip-
cument, the date it was created, and the repositorytions of seminal documents like the Declaration of
which holds the original. Other bits of information Independence. This is a concept which has been
may also be included (the author and recipient of incorporated in some of the Library of Congress
a letter, copyright information for modern materi- exhibits like the Walt Whitman journals and Lin-
als, etc.). coln’s Gettysburg Address.

Two of the partner projects, one addressing papersTransitional editions are seen as a way of bringing
of Abraham Lincoln and the second the papers of together existing letterpress volumes and sub-
Margaret Sanger, fall into this category. These sequent volumes or supplements for which live-
projects are creating “silicon microfilms” and both text exists. Editions like the Ratification project,
editions will go far beyond current microfilm edi-  the First Congress project, the Laurens Papers, the
tions by providing greater supplementary infor- Greene Papers and almost every major edition
mation; by allowing users to define subsets of the began many years ago before computers were used
documents to suit their particular interests; and by to prepare material for the printed volume. Most
eliminating the necessary tedium of cranking ofthese projects also began using word processing
through reel after reel of film to reach the documents. software in the early 1980s and thus have electro-
The Lincoln Legal Papers is creating a CD-ROM nic files for their more recent volumes. Because
edition of letters and documents relating to Lin- creating live-text for the early volumes does not
coln’s career as a lawyer before his election as seem financially feasible at this time, we have
president. The editors have amassed more thanproposed that this type of edition combine images
250,000 photocopies from which they are creating of the printed pages for the early volumes with
digital images. Extensive database files are usedlive-texts for the later volumes or supplements.
to provide item-level control of the collection and Printed indices for the earlier volumes would be
to provide information about the individuals in- combined with the electronic indices of later vo-
volved, the types of cases atissue, written summa-lumes to produce a comprehensive index for the
ries of the cases, and many other kinds of informa- entire edition. Page numbers in the comprehensive
tion. These database files will be used to retrieve index would point either to page images or to
documents and to provide supplementary infor- live-text as appropriate. Our preliminary experi-
mation about the documents. ments indicate that this kind of edition would be
The editors of the Margaret Sanger Papers areboth a technologically feasible and cost-effective
planning an equally interesting image edition to approach to making entire editions available in an
bring together three discrete microfilm collections electronic form deliverable on CD-ROM or over
totaling more than 300,000 pages. The Sangernetworks.

databases provide item-level access as well as

links to four related research files created by the 3 Requirements for a MEP Markup

project: a chronology of Sanger’s day-to-day acti- Scheme

vities, biographical sketches of prominent corre- o markup language to be used by the Model
spondents, copyright |nformat|on_ regardmg indi- Editions Partnership must meet several require-
vidual correspondents, and repository holdings for ments:
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It must conform to the Guidelines issued by
the Text Encoding Initiative.

the TEI those which are to be used for MEP
materials.

Where the Guidelines offer several possible
methods of encoding the same phenomena,
it must (where feasible) choose among those
methods.

It must extend the TEI markup language to
handle document types common in historical
editions but not fully treated in the current
version of the Guidelines, or to handle spe-
cialized types of annotation or analysis im-
portant for historical editions.

The necessity of selection, choice among alterna-
tives, and extension of the existing tag sets are
common to all users of the TEI Guidelines, and so

the account of how the Partnership has gone about

specifying its particular selection and extension of
the Guidelines should be of interest to other poten-
tial users of the TEl. In the case of MEP, the
customization of the TEI Guidelines is driven by
the types of documents included in the editions,
the types of interests which editions must serve,
and the variations among editions in transcription
practice.

Historical editions may contain virtually any type

The paper will identify in some detail the most
important textual features requiring extension of

It must select among the tag sets and tags ofthe TEI markup scheme, and provide examples

both of documents exhibiting these features and of
the proposed markup.

4 Modifying the TEI Markup Scheme

The paper will then illustrate in very concrete

terms the work needed to incorporate extensions

and modifications of the sort needed by MEP into

the SGML document type definition provided by

the TEI. Several files are needed for this purpose;

each file, or portions of it, will be shown and

discussed.

* a file with redefinitions of some TEI ele-
ment classes and other parameter entities

* a file with the new and modified SGML
element declarations

* a driver file for the MEP document type
definition

* atag-set documentation file, providing de-
tailed description of the elements added or
modified by MEP, in the form familiar to
readers of TEI P3 from the second volume
of the Guidelines

In addition to these files, which work together with

the standard TEI DTD, a free-standing version of

the MEP DTD, in a single file, will be generated.

of document, butin practice at least half, and often g,ch, free-standing versions of the TEI DTD, in-
ninety percent, of the documents in a conventional ¢, ding all selections and modifications of the TEI
historical edition are letters and their enclosures. markup scheme, are useful because they are less
Offipial documents (e.g. legislation or, for legal confusing to read, and may be simpler to process,
editions, court papers) and newspaper accountSihan the full TEI DTDs together with the local

are also relatively common. The TEI Guidelines
have only minimal advice for those encoding hi-
storical letters, and virtually no advice for those
encoding official documentary records. New tags,
and refinements of existing tags, will be useful in

ensuring that the sender(s), recipient(s), date(s),

and similar critical attributes of letters are readily
identifiable from the markup.

Because the letters in historical editions are typi-
cally not published elsewhere, it is essential that
the edition systematically provide relevant infor-
mation about each document, including the repo-
sitory where the original is held, the length and
physical state of the original, etc. Specialized tags
for the description of the source document (in the
TEI header), and for providing repository infor-
mation (associated with each transcription), will
be very useful.

Electronic image editions will need to document
the creation of their electronic images in the same
way that electronic transcriptions of text docu-
ment their encoding principles and editorial prac-
tice; the TEI header will need extensions to deal
with non-textual, non-SGML data, in order that it

can be used to document images, and not just

transcriptions, of documents.
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modification files.

5 What Next?

The paper will conclude with a look forward to the
remaining work of the Model Editions Partners-
hip. After the completion of the MEP markup
scheme, the partnership will encode sizable sam-
ples (50 printed pages or more) from each of the
partner editions, using the markup scheme descri-
bed here. In later phases, the samples will be
distributed together with search and display soft-
ware in a CD-ROM edition of the MEP sampler.
The CD-ROM edition should demonstrate various
approaches to CD-ROM-based publication of
electronic editions. A companion effort will invol-
ve the creation of an Internet-based version of the
sampler, which will demonstrate approaches to
network distribution. The final phase of the project
will involve the completion of extensive docu-
mentation of the work of the partnership, in order
that the lessons of this project’'s experimentation
can be readily accessible to scholars in the field.



